
10 MUST-SEE ATTRACTIONS

1. CAMELBACK MOUNTAIN

Nearly every outdoors-loving Phoenix local has, at some time or 
another, started their day with a hike to the top of Camelback 
Mountain. The city’s most famous landmark resembles a dromedary 
camel in repose, and the mountain challenges hikers with a rugged 
but rewarding trek to its 2,700-foot “hump.” 

2. MUSICAL INSTRUMENT MUSEUM

This museum is the first in the world dedicated to the celebration of 
global instruments. The collection includes instruments from more 
than 200 countries and territories. Musicians of all ages will dig the 
Experience Gallery, where you can touch and play every instrument 
on display.

3. DESERT BOTANICAL GARDEN

This outdoor museum showcases desert plants — and not just 
those native to the Southwest. Among the succulents that adorn 
the garden’s 55 cultivated acres are Dali-esque trees from North 
Africa and sprawling cacti from Mesopotamia. Pro tip: Sign up for a 
docent-guided tour.  

4. HEARD MUSEUM

The traditional and contemporary art on display at the Heard 
provides insight into the culture of Arizona’s 22 Native American 
tribes. Not to be missed is the upstairs exhibit on Indian boarding 
schools. And the Heard Museum Shop is one of best places in 
Phoenix to buy authentic American Indian art and jewelry.

5. CHILDREN’S MUSEUM OF PHOENIX

This museum doesn’t focus on art or science, nor does it contain 
paintings or bones. Instead, the hands-on exhibits are designed 
simply to entertain children as young as infants and as old as 10. 
(Don’t miss the hanging forest of pool noodles.) 

6. SOUTH MOUNTAIN PARK AND PRESERVE

This is one of the largest municipal parks in the U.S. It covers 
16,000 acres, making it nearly 20 times larger than Central 
Park in New York. But you won’t find manicured grass and 
fountains here; the park is instead filled with native flora, ancient 
petroglyphs and 50-plus miles of trails. There’s also a kid-friendly 
nature center and a paved road to the summit.

7. PHOENIX ART MUSEUM

Phoenix Art Museum is the largest fine-art museum in the 
Southwest. Its permanent collection includes American, Asian 
and European masterpieces. The museum is noted for its Western 
American collection, but striking work is also to be found in the 
contemporary wing and fashion-design gallery. 

8. HERITAGE SQUARE

Occupying a city block in downtown Phoenix, Heritage Square is 
a link to the city’s 19th-century origins. Heritage Square is home 
to preserved Victorian-style homes, as well as the dramatically 
modern Arizona Science Center. Go for the critically acclaimed 
food at Pizzeria Bianco and Nobuo at Teeter House, stay for the 
history.

9. OLD TOWN SCOTTSDALE

The Old West and New West converge in Old Town Scottsdale, 
where galleries dedicated to American Indian and cowboy arts 
share a pedestrian-friendly streetscape with shops that sell 
Southwestern jewelry and crafts. You’ll also find some of Greater 
Phoenix’s finest restaurants and trendiest nightlife.

10. TALIESIN WEST

Subtly rising out of the desert floor at the foot of the McDowell 
Mountains, Taliesin West was the winter home of Frank Lloyd 
Wright, America’s most-famous architect. Tours of this UNESCO 
World Heritage Site take place year-round.

https://www.visitphoenix.com/things-to-do/outdoors/biking-hiking/camelback-mountain/
https://www.visitphoenix.com/things-to-do/outdoors/biking-hiking/south-mountain-park-and-preserve/
http://mim.org/
https://phxart.org/
https://dbg.org/
https://heritagesquarephx.org/
https://heard.org/
https://www.visitphoenix.com/things-to-do/old-town-scottsdale/
https://childrensmuseumofphoenix.org/
https://franklloydwright.org/taliesin-west/


PHOENIX SKY HARBOR 
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

Phoenix is home to one of the most accessible, affordable and welcoming major airports in the United States. Here’s why: 

RANKINGS & AWARDS

• In 2020, Sky Harbor earned the top spot in J.D. Power’s   
 North America Airport Satisfaction Study in the mega   
 airport category.

• In 2020, Sky Harbor’s PHX Sky Train project earned an   
 Envision Gold Award for sustainability from the Institute   
 for Sustainable Infrastructure. 

• When measured against the 40 largest American   
 airports, Sky Harbor came in at No. 1, according to The   
 Wall Street Journal’s 2019 U.S. Airport Rankings.

• ThePointsGuy.com rated Sky Harbor the No. 1 and No. 2   
 airport in the nation for 2018 and 2019, respectively.

• Sky Harbor was ranked No. 1 in the U.S. for shopping   
 in USA Today’s 10 Best Travel Contest in 2019 and, in  
 2018, landed at No. 3 among most dog-friendly airport
 in the country rankings by both UpgradedPoints.com   
 and ThePointsGuy.com.

• The City of Phoenix is in the midst of investing more than 
$1.2 billion over a three-year period on airport renovations 
and improvements, this includes:

o Complete modernization of Terminal 3, to include  
 consolidated security checkpoint; additional ticket   
 counters, gates and baggage claim carousels;   
 increase in baggage processing capacity; and   
 new and renovated retail, concessions and   
 restaurants (2020).
o PHX Sky Train’s 2.5-mile extension to the Rental   
 Car Center (2022). 
o Expansion of Terminal 4, including international   
 facility improvements, a new eight-gate concourse  
 for Southwest Airlines; the addition of two connector 
 bridges, one across Sky Harbor Boulevard and one  
 accessing the D concourse (2022). 
o The demolition of Terminal 2 (2020).

• Sky Harbor is served by 18 carriers and is a hub for two 
major airlines: American and Southwest.

• Centrally located, Sky Harbor is less than four miles from 
downtown Phoenix and within 30 minutes of most hotels 
and resorts. 

• The airport is home to the Navigators, a group of cheerful 
volunteers who are devoted to ensuring all passengers at 
Sky Harbor have a positive experience. You can find them 
wearing a bright purple shirt and a smile. 

@keithdines@mollyluise



PHOENIX AIRLIFT
• On a typical day more than 1,200 aircraft and more 

than 120,000 passengers arrive and depart Sky Harbor 
International Airport. In 2018, Sky Harbor served more 
than 44.9 million passengers. 

• Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport ranked 12th 
in OAG’s 2019 U.S. Domestic Megahubs Index, ranking 
the airport as one of the most connected in the U.S. for 
domestic services.

• The average domestic airfare to/from Sky Harbor 
has been lower than the national average since 1995, 
according to the U.S. Bureau of Transportation.

• Sky Harbor continues to expand international flight 
offerings. In 2019, direct flights were expanded to: 

 o Frankfurt, Germany 
 o London, England
 o Chihuahua, Mexico (December 2019)

Domestic 100

International 23

NONSTOP DESTINATIONS SERVED

Calgary, Canada London, England

Edmonton, Canada* Cancún, Mexico

Kelowna, Canada* Chihuahua, Mexico 

Montreal, Canada* Culiacan, Mexico

Regina, Canada* Guadalajara, Mexico

Saskatoon, Canada* Hermosillo, Mexico

Toronto, Canada Ixtapa/Zihuatanejo, Mexico*

Vancouver, Canada Los Cabos, Mexico

Victoria, Canada* Mazatlán, Mexico

Winnipeg, Canada* Mexico City, Mexico

San Jose, Costa Rica* Puerto Vallarta, Mexico

Frankfurt, Germany*

*Denotes seasonal flights 

NONSTOP INTERNATIONAL DESTINATIONS SERVED

DESTINATIONS FLIGHTS

Atlanta   9

Baltimore 5

Boston 5

Charlotte 8

Chicago* 21

Dallas* 18

Denver 20

Houston* 13

Los Angeles* 57

Minneapolis 12

New York City* 14

San Francisco/Oakland* 23

Seattle 16

Washington D.C.* 4

*Denotes multiple airports
Source: Airline Data Inc. | Based on 2018 flight schedules.

AVERAGE DAILY NONSTOP FLIGHTS 
TO KEY DESTINATIONS

Domestic 490

International 23

AVERAGE DAILY NONSTOP FLIGHTS



WHEN YOU ARRIVE

Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport is located less than four miles from downtown Phoenix, and arriving passengers, in 
groups of all sizes, have a variety of affordable and convenient transportation options.

PHX SKY TRAIN®
The PHX Sky Train® is an automated train that moves 
travelers between the airport’s busiest terminals and the 
nearest Valley Metro Rail station (five minutes from 
Terminal 4). This service is free and operates 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week.

VALLEY METRO RAIL 
With 38 stations, and trains arriving every 10 minutes, the 
Valley Metro Rail moves the masses in a hurry. The 28-
mile system carries riders to hotels, restaurants, museums 
and sports arenas in Phoenix, and also the nearby cities of 
Mesa and Tempe. Passes (one-way, $2; all-day, $4) can be 
purchased at ticketing machines located at each station. 

TAXIS
Greater Phoenix has some of the most affordable taxi 
services in the nation. The typical fare from the airport to 
downtown is $17. The following taxis are contracted to pick up 
passengers at Sky Harbor: 

• AAA/Yellow Cab: 480-888-8888 
• Mayflower Cab: 602-955-1355 
• VIP Taxi: 602-300-3000

RIDE SHARE
Passengers arriving at Sky Harbor can use ride-sharing 
services, such as Uber and Lyft, for airport pickup. Drivers 
with ground-transportation permits will meet passengers 
in the specified ride-share pickup area outside baggage 
claim.

CAR RENTALS
Sky Harbor’s Rental Car Center makes car rental quick 
and easy. The spacious facility houses 14 rental car 
companies and provides a shuttle bus for all customers 
to and from the airport’s terminals. PHX Sky Train® 
expansion will transport riders directly to the Rental Car 
Center beginning in 2022.

LIMOUSINES
Several private limousine carriers offer airport-to-door 
service to and from Sky Harbor. Rates are set according 
to the address in a given zone for the first two passengers 
(additional fees apply for three or more passengers).
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