
Barrow Cleft and Cranio-
facial Center patient Isa-
iah Acosta, 17, has never 
spoken a single word, but 
he is spreading a power-
ful message to thousands 
of children, teens and 
adults worldwide: ‘I may 
look different, but I am 
just like you.’

“In the end, we all have 
the same heart, the same 
blood,” wrote Isaiah, who 
was born two months 
prematurely at Dignity 
Health St. Joseph’s Hos-
pital and Medical Center 
without a lower jaw. “We 
have to feel good about 
ourselves inside,” he 
says, “I KNOW who I 
am, and what I can do. 
I’m still here, alive, even 
without a jaw, and I’m 
happy.”
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